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NGO Group Statement to the Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction

Cancun, Mexico, 22-26 May 2017

It is 12 years since the first framework for Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) was agreed. And after all this
time, CSOs once ogain find ourselves calling for lessons to be learnt from the Hyogo Framework for

Action (HFA), and for the global community to do things differently in order to see an actual
improvement in the lives and livelihoods of local people

We were happy to see that importance was placed on the inclusion and collaboration of local actors
in the Sendai Framework. The role of civil society as a partner in resilience is mentioned 82 times
across the post-2015 frameworks. We hoped to finally see risk reduction designed by those bearing
that risk. But it has now been two years since the Sendai Framework was adopted, and we are still
seeing a gap between policy rhetoric and realities on the ground. Local people are being excluded from
decision-making processes at the local and national level, and very few representatives of civil society
have been regarded as technical experts at the Regional Platforms for DRR.

In order for DRR strategies to be effective, stakeholder collaboration is crucal. If these strategies do
not take into account the local realities - realities often best understood and communicated by local
communities and civil society groups - and do not include the capacities and resources that local level
actors can offer, they will likely fail to address the root causes of disaster risk and the everyday
disasters that local communities face. Without systematic collaboration, DRR activities are likely to be
maladaptive, ineffective, and an inefficient use of resources.

CS0s attending the Global Platform on Disaster Risk Reduction - including community based
organisations, national non-governmental organisations, faith based organisations, networks and
INGOs - want to work with others towards the success of these DRR strategies and the other targets
of the Sendai Framework, as well as the interrelated global agendas (including Agenda 2030, the
commitments and outcomes from the World Humanitarian Summit, the Paris Agreement on Climate
Change, and the New Urban Agenda from Habitat lil). We want to do this through an integrated,
coherent and holistic approach. The expertise, skills, and connections developed by civil socety play
2 arucial role in understanding local-level contexts

CS0 Commitr

Using these particular skills and connections, we CSOs have committed to the following actions in
support of the design, implementation and monitoring of effective national and local DRR strategies
before 2020:
® Support the building of overall resilience of communities, by implementing projects to reduce
the underlying drivers of risk, small and everyday disasters, including livelihood diversification
and health initiatives.

® Support the building of knowledge and capacity of local leaders and communities to monitor
their own risk, in national and local governments and also make them aware of new risks such
as sea level nise, glacial melt and ocean acdification as well as limits to climate change
adaptation, in the view of rising temperatures and increasing impacts

e Establish community-based early warning and communication systems at the local level,
integrating traditional, indigenous, local and scientific knowledge, and linking them with
various levels.
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